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NgǕ Kaitiaki o Ahipara and supporters gather to mark the completion of the sand dune fencing at  
Tauroa and to unveil signage. The aim of the project is to ensure users of the beach and surrounding 
areas respect the whenua and stop damaging the ecologically and culturally sensitive lands in the  
area. There has been huge support for the initiative from a number of groups. See p. 21 for article. 
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Dixon Paul Motu 1938-2018 
Kua hinga tǛtahi tangata rongonui o te Iwi, 
tǛtahi pou o Te TahǕwai hapȊ. 
 

It is with sadness we note the recent passing 
of TahǕwai kaumatua Dixon Motu. Affection-
ately referred to as Dickie by many, he was a 
well-known identity in the Pukepoto, Kaitaia 
and Te Hiku community. Dixon was on the 
taumata at Te Rarawa Marae and served as 
marae delegate on Te RȊnanga o Te Rarawa 
for a number of years.  
 

The son of Raukawa Motu (Te Rarawa, NgǕti 
Kuri) and Parani Rewiti (Paatu, Te Rarawa), 
he was born in Kaitaia and raised in Pukepo-
to. He went to Pukepoto Native School and 
Kaitaia College before taking up farm work.  
He moved away from the north and took up 
shearing and labouring work before joining 
the army. He married Morehu Mane (Te Ra-
rawa, NgǕpuhi) and they had seven children; 
Mark, Moana, Dean, Dixon Jnr, Parani, Car-
olyn and whǕngai son Herepete. The eldest 
two were born in Kaitaia but the rest were 
born in Auckland, where he worked in a vari-
ety of jobs including AHI and the Power 
Board. Dixon and Morehu and whǕnau 
moved back north in 1974. On his return to 
the north Dixon worked for the Ministry of 
Works and the Power Board. He became in-
volved with his whenua and marae and was a 
part of the redevelopment of the marae in the 
1980s. It was a great time for hapȊ develop-
ment with a resurgence of whakairo and ra-
ranga in the whare along with the installation 
of murals. 
 

Dixon set up Te HǕhi o HȊria, an evangelist 
group which operated from the marae.  He 
had a vision to take the name of Yahaveh 
across the country which led to a hikoi across 
Aotearoa during 2005-6. Leaving from Mitimiti, 
the group of nearly 60 travelled as far as Ra-
kiura with their kaupapa. They camped on 
farms and on DoC land and did work as they 
went. On their return to the north Dixon re-
sumed his role with the marae and as 
RȊnanga delegate. He was known for his ad-
vocacy for the mana whenua hapȊ of the dis-
trict, his adherence to tikanga and his love for 
his whǕnau.  
 

Dixon and whǕnau always had big gardens 
and they lived by the principles that they were 
brought up with. He was a wairua driven per-
son, and according to his whǕnau everything 
he did from whakapapa to tikanga he lined up 
with scripture.  Dixon was 79 and is survived 
by his wife, six of his children, 36 mokopuna 
and 68 mokopuna tuarua. NǾ reira, moe mai 
ra e te Rangatira.   

Te Rarawa Marae 
 

Ko Taumatamahoe te maunga 
Ko Tangonge te wai 

Ko Rangihaukaha te wǕhi tapu 
Ko Ngati Te Ao, Te TahǕwai me Te Uri o Hina ngǕ hapȊ 

Above: Scenes from Te HǕhi o HȊria 2005-6 hikoi across Aotearoa. 
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 Ross Gregory 1939-2018 
Kua hinga te karangu o TǕne, ko te tangi a 
ngǕ manu korihi e mea mai ana, matua ngaro, 
matua ngaro, matua ngaro. Ko te Kaha Wha-
kapiki a Kaha e tȊ mai na, ko NgǕti te Ao, ko 
Te TahǕwai, ko Te Uri o Hina, te tangi nei, te 
rȊ nei. Ka tangi, ka tangi, ka tangi. Ko te ao e 
rere ana, rere ki uta, rere ki tai, rere ki rangi, 
ma Te Maitu Hauauru i Turia ki te Marowhara 
o Kupe to mana e tuku ki Te Rerenga, ki te 
tȊhonohonotanga o ngǕ wairua e kore nei e 
kitea i tǛnei ao. Haere i a Puihihirere, 
Purereahu, Auahinui, Auahihaere, Auahinga-
ro, haere i te haumihi ata. Haere ki te kǕhui 
whatupungapunga e kiia nei ko hihira ki uta, 
ko hihira ki tai, ko hihira ki te maharatanga, ko 
hihira ki te warewaretanga. Haere ki a Re-
huanuku, haere ki a Rehuarangi.  
 

Ross was the son of Taingaehe Te Maru (Te 
Rarawa, Te Aupouri, Ngati Kahu, NgǕpuhi) 
and Vivian Gregory (NgǕi Tahu). From a fami-
ly of five, he is the brother of Ataroa Bramp-
ton, Enid Johnston, Bruce, and Jack. He went 
to the Pukepoto Native School and on to 
Kaitaia College where both he and elder 
brother Bruce were top athletes, particularly 
as runners and rugby players.  
 

He often spoke fondly of his early years.  His 
Mum and most locals had large gardens, lots 
of fruit trees, hens, milking cows and horses, 
and there was always a lot of mahi to do be-
fore and after school and rugby. His father 
was a butcher and carpenter and he built their 
family home. They slept in a nikau hut then 
the slaughterhouse until their house was built. 
 

As a young man Ross was chosen as a per-
son to hand knowledge on to and was taken 
under the wing of local Pukepoto kaumatua 
Hape Busby and Bart Robson. In 1961 he 
went to Auckland Teachers Training College 
where he continued his rugby career for 
Teachers College and College Rifles. He was 
a founding member of the Auckland Anglican 
Maori Club with Kingi Ihaka and was selected 
as kaiarahi for the then Governor General Sir 
Bernard Ferguson during his various trips to 
the North. This led to a role as kaitiaki to the 
Queen at Waitangi in 1974. 
 

He married his first wife Nancy Aslin, and they 
had three sons, Taikaha, Hiwa and Maioha, 
and a daughter Waikarere, and 12 mokopuna. 
They returned home to Pukepoto, where he 
took over a lease on the family farm to milk 
cows, teaching at Kaitaia Primary, and Col-
lege as a teacher of Maori establishing a 
MǕori department. He later became an itiner- 

-ant teacher of MǕori in primary schools 
across the north. He continued playing rugby 
for Rarawa, Mangonui County and Northland. 
In 1988 Ross married Raewyn Warstat who 
had two daughters Tanya and Vanessa. 
 

In the mid 1980s, he dedicated a year of his 
life to renovate Te Rarawa marae or The Hall 
is it was known then. With no outside funding, 
the haukainga transformed it into the contem-
porary living art piece we have now. This led 
to the carving of the Tinana waka for the 1990 
Treaty of Waitangi celebrations, and to in-
volvement in setting up Muriwhenua Kapa 
Haka, and a role as kaitito waiata. In later 
years he helped to set up a bilingual unit at 
Manganuiowae Kura including the building of 
the wharehui there. 
 

Ross was all about challenging the person, 
not giving them all the answers or the full an-
swer at one time, Frustratingly a person often 
went away with more questions than an-
swers. This seemed to be a Gregory trait as 
brother Bruce often answered your pǕtai with 
a question. This was also a part of his philos-
ophy - in not giving a person the whole story it 
meant they had to come back for more, 
showed if they were keen or not and allowed 
for connections to be made, leave something 
for another day and give them reason to re-
turn. 
 

Ross is survived by his wife, children, step 
daughters, and 16 mokopuna/mokopuna tua-
rua. 
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 Morehu Marae 
 

Ko ǽngaro te maunga 
Ko RotokǕkahi te awa 

Ko Kurahaupo te whare tupuna 
Ko Waiomionga te wharekai 
Ko Te Uri o Tai te hapȊ  

Te Uri o Tai Information Hui 
Morehu Marae hosted an information hui re-
cently which was a great success and en-
joyed by everyone. First up was the ǔKAU 
Team who are the designers and architects 
for the proposed Te Rarawa building at Toka 
TȊmoana in Kaitaia. The ǔKAU Team were 
quick to get everyone thinking about what 
they would like to see incorporated in a Te 
Rarawa building and how the building could 
reflect them and our kǾrero o mua. 
 

Then Jared Hiakita, KaiǕrahi for Te Hiku Ma-
rae Para Kore gave a practical demonstration 
about recycling.  We had a quick competition 
to pick which bin each recyclable item should 
go into. This was followed by Lisa McNab 
from Te Rarawa Healthy Families who was 
promoting Te Puna Ora Papakainga work-
shop with Lorinda WiJohn Pereira, an initia-
tive about working with marae and mapping 
out existing kǕinga based food sources in 
pursuit of healthy kai. 
 

Ana Mules and Aya Morris from Far North 
District Council then talked about some new 
digital technology that could provide cell 
phone reception for Pawarenga. At the end of 
the hui a beautiful lunch was provided by Ma-
raea Herbert-Pickering and her team of help-
ers from Te Kura o HǕtǕ Maria as part of their 
fundraising for the upcoming National Young 
Leaders Hui. 

Above and below: Photos taken during the infor-
mation workshops 



 

5 

 KǾtahitanga Marae 
 

Ko Rangiputa te maunga tupuna 
Ko Whakakoro te maunga moana 

Ko Awaroa te awa 
Ko WhǕngǕpe te moana 
Ko NgǕti Haua te hapȊ 

New whǕnau business 
The grand re-opening of the Herekino Tavern 
marked a new business venture for whǕnau 
members Joanne Murray and her partner 
Lyndsay Elliot. Friends, whǕnau, kaumatua 
and kuia and Iwi members came to tautoko 
the big day. The whole extended whǕnau 
have put in some long hours to give the place 
a makeover and a rebranding. The new by-
line is ñItôs more than a pub; itôs a hub.ò  Here-
kino Tavern is now a place with wifi and cof-
fee with a hearty pub menu, called Herekino 
Kai 2 Go.  
 

Their priority has been to bring life back into 
this historical icon, and they welcome the 
whole whǕnau to come in and enjoy the new 
facilities available.  They have good internet 
access and you can come to the Tavern and 
get your daily password for the wifi to log on 
to your device, or use one of our computers 
available for their customers. 
 

Jo and Lyndsay have set about organising a 
range of community events including a very 
successful trolley derby, a town versus county 
pool tournament and the upcoming Christmas 
parade, as well as regular weekly draw cards. 
 

With the silly season getting close and cele-
brations beginning, they intend to look after 
their patrons and have made sure that there 
is a courtesy van available for small group 
pick ups as far as Ahipara.  Looks like the 
place to go this summer NgǕti Haua.  
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Congratulations Ronnie Martin-Campbell 
Ronnie has recently graduated Bachelor of 
Communications from Auckland University of 
Technology. She majored in radio with a mi-
nor in MǕori development. Affiliated to MǕti-
hetihe she has a strong Te Rarawa whakapa-
pa. On her Mumôs side her grandparents, are 
Ellen Thomas (Panguru and Waihou) and Mi-
chael Martin (Mitimiti). Her grandmother on 
her Dad's side was Mary Tui Campbell 
(Mitimiti and Pawarenga). She is part of a 
group of 30 first cousins, and she is proud to 
become the first of the mokopuna on both 
sides to graduate from university. 
 

She was nervous to go to university but with 
support from her Mum and sister she took the  

MǕtihetihe Marae 
 

Ko Tarakeha te maunga 
Ko Moetangi te awa 
Ko MǕtihetihe te marae 

Ko Tao Maui, ko Hokokeha ngǕ hapȊ 
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi 

plunge. She has always been interested in 
the media and saw the AUT as one of the 
best media schools in New Zealand. During 
her studies she discovered an interest in ra-
dio and its many facets including producing, 
marketing, advertising and reviewing music, 
and she has pursed te reo MǕori.  
 

It was all smiles and tears of joy having her 
whǕnau travel from near and far to see her 
graduate. Ronnie says ñwithout them I 
wouldn't know how I would survive. Having 
their encouragement and support is what got 
me through this journey.ò Right now she is 
focused on continuing learning te reo at AUT 
and next year hopes to start her career in 
the radio and media business. 
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Achievements 

New MǕori All Black from Te Rarawa: 
Congratulations to Reed Princep who has 
made the Maori All Blacks. Reed, a Canter-
bury loose forward is from the King whǕnau 
from Waihou Marae. Kia kaha e tama.  

Award to Panguru student 
Congratulations go out to Allen Kanara who was 
recently awarded a Trust Power Youth Commu-
nity Spirit Award for spearheading a community 
project to save Mitimiti's famous mussel beds 
from an invasive marine pest, pyura. The project 
had both environmental and business elements 
with Allenôs team experimenting with the remov-
al of pyura from the mussel beds and turning it 
into a successful fertilizer.  

Above: Allen with his parents, Tangiroa and Dana. 
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Waihou Marae 
 

Ko Te Reinga te maunga 
Ko Waihou-nui-Ǖ-rua te awa 

Ko Waimirirangi te whare tupuna 
Ko NgǕti Te Reinga te hapȊ   

Ko Meri Te Tai Mangakahia he mana,  
he wahine nǾ Waihou 
The legacy of Meri Te Tai Mangakahia and 
other women were commemorated across 
the country this year marking 125 years since 
women won the right to vote in NZ. Great 
grand niece Emma Frost daughter of Len and 
Irene Frost nee Te Tai represented the Te 
Tai and Waihou whǕnau at the opening of an 
exhibition at Auckland Museum called Are we 
there yet?  The exhibition celebrated some of 
the unsung heroes of the suffrage movement 

Above: Posthumous acknowledgement: Such a great 
loss to the whǕnau, hapȊ and iwi when Wayne Te Tai 
passed away earlier this year but he continues to inspire us 
all and in April the whǕnau travelled to TǕmaki to walk the 
last few steps for Wayne to complete his journey by accept-
ing his Masters of Specialist Training, Learning and Behav-
iour with Merit at Massey University. E hara taku toa, e te toa 
takitahi engari he toa takitini nǾ ngǕ tupuna.  

He rǕ whakapǾtaetanga, he rǕ hǾnore 
After years of hard work Tui Carmichael 
daughter of Derek and Rangi Carmichael nee 
Matthews graduated recently from Te 
WǕnanga o Aotearoa with a Bachelor of So-
cial Work in Bi-cultural Practice. Tui works 
with children, youth and whǕnau as a social 
worker and plans to return to study for a post 
graduate diploma in leadership and supervi-
sion. E Kohine, ka nui te mihi aroha ki a koe 
mǾ tǾ rǕ whakapǾtaetanga i te tohu mǕtau-
ranga me tǾ mahi rangatira. Ka mau te wehi. 

including Meri. Emma 
was also interviewed 
on Radio NZ about 
her research and 
Meri's many achieve-
ments. 
 
 
Left : Emma Frost at the 
exhibition 

Above 
Tui Carmichael at her Te 
WǕnanga o Aotearoa graduation 
for her Bachelor of Social Work. 
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 Waiparera Marae 

 

Ko Tauwhare ko Pukerangatira ngǕ maunga 
Ko Hokianga te awa 

Ko Nukutawhiti te whare tupuna 
Ko Ruamamao te wharekai 

New trustees elected 
An AGM was held recently and new Waiparera Marae trustees were elected. They have hit 
the ground running and are focused on getting the marae into order and dealing with some 
essential repair and maintenance issues. Follow the marae on Facebook:  Waiparera Marae. 
He Tirohanga Hou. Above: New trustees from L-R: Harry Smart, Selena Bercic (Secretary), 
Phoebe Watkins, Richard Hepi, Anita Wilson, Wendy Scott, Debbie Brett (Treasurer) and 
John Smart (Chairman and RȊnanga delegate) .  

Hura KǾhatu 
Kia hiwa ra, kia hiwa ra, te tangi a te manu nei, tui, 
tui, tui-tuia, tuia i runga, tuia i raro, tuia i roto, tuia i 
waho. Ka rongo te pǾ, ka rongo te ao i te pȊ ko-
rero i te wǕnanga pȊawhio-rangi, pȊtakataka, te 
mǕrama ahunuku, te mǕrama ahurangi, ka takoto 
koutou i te wǕ-o-tu. TȊ winiwini, tȊ wanawana. Ka 
tȊ numia, ka tȊ rawea, ka whakaoti nuku, ka wha-
kaoti rangi. Ko to manawa ko taku manawa. Ka 
irihia, ka irihia, whano, whano, haramai mai te toki, 
haumi e, hui e, taiki e. 
 
NgǕ mihi ki a koutou katoa mǾ tǛnei pǕnui. 
WhǕnau and friends are invited to the headstone 
unveilings for 
 

Wiremu Bercic  
Marino Bercich 
Maryanne Smart  

 
PǾwhiri at Waiparera Marae, 4 pm Sunday 30th. 
Unveilings 10.30am Monday 31st December 2018. 
Nau mai, piki mai, haere mai. 
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Miss Universe NZ Finalist 
Itôs been a busy time for whǕnau member 
Jewel Harris who was a finalist in the Miss 
Universe NZ competition recently at Sky City. 
Jewel is the daughter of Raina Harris, and 
granddaughter of Charlene Brown and Karani 
Harris.  She finished 4th runner and also took 
out the Entrepreneurial Challenge. The com-
petition scoring was based on several factors 
including a public vote, social media cam-
paign, an entrepreneurship section, and judg-
ing during the final night including questions 
from the judges.  
 

Jewelôs Entrepreneurial Challenge featured a 
Matariki Charity Ball held at Alexander Park 
where friends and whǕnau from all over 
came to support her campaign. She raised 
over $11,000 from this event. Jewel com-
mented ñthis made me feel so proud to show 
Aotearoa on TV that a MǕori wahine from the 
Hokianga can take out the entrepreneurial 
challenge and raise the most for charity out 
of all 20 in the competition.ò She hopes to 
inspire our younger generation to believe in 
themselves and work hard for their goals. 
She had previously won the Miss National NZ 
title in 2017 and also the Peopleôs Choice 
Award. 
 

Jewel has Bachelor of Arts degree majoring 
in spatial design (interior and architectural 
design). She hopes to work fulltime as an in-
terior designer when her competition respon-
sibilities have been completed. 

NgǕi TȊpoto Marae 
 

Ko RǕkautapu te maunga 
Ko Tapuwae te awa 
Ko Hokianga te moana 
Ko NgǕhuia te whare 
Ko NgǕi TȊpoto te hapȊ  

NgǕi TȊpoto rugby league stars 
WhǕnau member James Fisher-Harris is do-
ing us proud as a Kiwi International and in 
the NRL. Twenty-two years of age, he is in 
his third season of the NRL playing for Pen-
rith Panthers where he has a reputation for 
hard work.  After an impressive debut sea-
son, he was selected for the Kiwis in 2016. 
He was also part of the team that recently 
beat the Kangaroos 26-24. Raised in Kohu-
kohu he went to boarding school in Whanga-
rei when he was 15 and took up league. He 
is the son of Adelaide Harris and grandson of 
Charlene Brown and Karani Harris.  

James is not the only Harris in top league at 
the moment. Kiwi International Tohu Harris 
joined the Warriors this year after playing for 
the Melbourne Storm from 2013-17. He has 
played 16 games for the Kiwis from 2013-16. 
Tohu was born and raised in the Hawkes 
Bay but he has NgǕi TȊpoto roots. He is the 
son of Makarini Paul Harris and Dale Moffat. 
He comes from the Nui Hare whǕnau being 
the grandson of Henry Harris, and great 
grandson of Ruihi Harris (Karanga).  

 
Left: Jewel Harris in her finery.  

Above: Kiwi James Fisher-Harris 
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Te Rautau o Te Mutunga o Te Pakanga Tuatahi o Te Ao 

A large number of whǕnau members gath-
ered on the 11th November at 11am at the 
NgǕi TȊpoto War Memorial to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the end of WW1. An outdoor 
service was held where some of the history of 
NgǕi TȊpoto involvement in WW1 was pre-
sented, followed by a whakatau at the marae 
and a shared lunch. Fourteen whǕnau mem-
bers served in WW1, mainly in the Pioneer 
Battalion.  There was one casualty with 
Perenara Rewi being killed in Messines, Bel-
gium in 1917. Descendants of most of the 
soldiers were in attendance. This participation 
in WW1 lead to a large number of our young 
men signing up for the Maori Battalion in 
WW2. Ka Maumahara tonu tǕtou i a rǕtou. 
 

                        Right::  Tamariki laying of wreaths. 

Above: Warriors recruit, Tohu Harris 
Above: Congratulations to Bodene Davis who graduated 
recently with a B. Engineering from Auckland University. 
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Puanga Matariki High Tea @ Te Ahu 

Photos from the Kaumatua Kuia Puanga Matariki 
High Tea held in June. 
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Puanga Matariki High Tea @ Te Ahu 

Something a bit different for this yearôs Puanga Matariki cele-
brations. A high tea was held at Te Ahu and kaumatua and 
kuia were treated to a formal spread. The event was arranged 
by Te Rarawaôs Te Reo Team. It was a great opportunity for 
our kaumatua and kuia to get together to reminisce and share 
kǾrero. The Matariki constellation which signals the ñtau houò 
can not been seen from some of our Te Rarawa communities 
at this time of year and the constellation Puanga is also signifi-
cant as a marker for the changing of the seasons.  
 


